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Ministry News - February 2015 - from Deacon Gary Stone  

Dear friends, Peace be with you! I hope that this news of what God and we are doing, will 

bring joy to your hearts and satisfaction knowing that we are improving the lives of 

veterans, their families and those who support them.  

Activity has continued on a number of fronts.  Direct pastoral care to veterans and their 

families has continued on a daily basis. I have been receiving more requests from family 

members across Australia, to help them understand what’s happening in their loved ones. 

Realistically there are more calls for support than I can follow through on, but I can but offer 

a listening ear, some spiritual triage, affirmation, and recommend them to a support person 

in their own area.  This is very well received.   

Visiting vets in hospital has continued, and I have done several funerals. I have also initiated 

visits to RSL and other Veteran sub-branches on the Gold Coast, starting to get to know the 

communities here.   

 

Engagement with those supporting vets has involved meetings with the DVA staff at Gold 

Coast, Nerang Veterans Support Centre, Gold Coast clergy, and with the RAR Association. 

Knights of the Southern Cross have indicated they want to be supporters spiritually and 

financially.  

Providing education on holistic health has involved a delivery to  PROBUS, Bribie Island, 

with several more presentations programmed.  DVA Gold Coast office has asked me to join 

their Men’s Health Peer Education Team.  Defence has asked me to address a gathering of 

75 Welfare Officers from across Australia in Sydney in late Feb.  Plans are underway for my 

participation as a mentor in a week long Veterans Rehabilitation programme called Trojans 

Trek in August near Millmerran.   

Duntroon to Dili has been in demand with 520 books  gifted or sold to individuals and 

kindred organisations, with libraries ordering 24. Numerous affirmations have come in that 

it has helped people understand what’s happening in themselves or their family members.  

Robyn Locke assisted with a detailed proof read of the first edition, and corrections have 

been sent to the printer for subsequent print runs.  
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Our leadership group met on 16 February and reports were made on many positive 

developments. Minutes will be out shortly.  

 

In the administrative support area, Treasurer Geoff Fry  and Secretary Rob Vicary, have 

worked  to get the association incorporated ( No IA42264) and  registered as a charity in Qld 

(CH2629). Westpac BSB 034034 account 324703 has been opened. 

We hope supporters will want to provide a monthly direct debit into our account , to 

support the meeting of ministry costs/expenses involving car operation, phone, internet, 

computer, printing and professional development, which are costing me approx $250 per 

week/$1000 per month. We have raised approx $700 in our account, but so far we have 

only one direct debit benefactor.  I have given our Treasurer receipts for more than $4000 in 

expenses that I have paid for out of my pocket, to facilitate this ministry so far, but these 

can only be reimbursed once more funds come in. 

I get no financial support from the Archdiocese or government, nor do I have any other 

income than our pension funds.  I am participating in this ministry as an un-remunerated 

volunteer.  Friends, your financial support for ministry expenses on a regular basis would be 

really appreciated. 

Future activities will involve more pastoral engagement, more  engagement with kindred 

groups, educational ministry and developing our funding base. Thanks you for your support 

and interest. This is truly a work of charity and love by a team of caring Christian people. 

God delights in what we are doing, and many veterans and their families are benefitting.  

Please pray for this ministry, and for our family, as we continue to struggle with setting up home on 

the Gold Coast.  Hopefully we will be in our new home by end of May! 

 Our Leadership team meets next, on Monday 18 May, at Rob Vicary’s house at  26a Yallamurra St 

The Gap. You are welcome to join us.    May God bless you – Gary   


